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A DECLARATION OF 
THE CAVSES MOVING THE 
Qyzznzs Or EncLianD togiueaideto 


the Defence of the People afflicted and oppreſſed in 
the lowe Countries. 


Lchough Kinges andPrin- 
ces Soueraignes, ovving 
their homage and ſeruice 


God the king of al kings,are 
þ-1inthat reſpe& not bounde 

to yeeld account or render 
the reaſons of their ations 
ro any others but to God their only Soueraigne 
Lord:yet(though amongſt the moſt ancient and 
Chriſlian Monarches the ſame Lorde God ha- 
uingcommitted to vs the Soueraignetic of this 
Recknn of Enelande and other our dominions, 
vvhich vvee holde immediatly of the fame Al- 
mightic Lord, and ſo thereby accountable one- 
ly to his diuine Maieſtie) vvee are notvvithſtan- 
ding this our prerogatiue at this time ſpecially 
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Kinges and 
Princes Soue- 
raignes,are to 


yeeld account 
onely vnto the Almightic of veir atti- 


ons onely ro 


almightyGod, 


the King of 
Kings. 


mooued,tor diuers reaſons hercafter briefly re- 


membred,to publiſh not onely to our ovvne na- 
turall louing Subiectes,bur allo to all others our 
neighbours,ſpecially to ſuch Princes and States 
asare our Confederates , or haue for their Sub- 
iectes cauſe of commerce vvith our Countreis 
andpeople, vvhat our intention is atthis time, 
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and vpon vvhat iuſt and reaſonable grounds vve 

are moouedto giue aid to ournext Neighbours 

the naturall people of the lovue Countreis , be- 
ing by longvvarres and perſecutions of ſtrange 

Nations there, lamentablic afflicted, andinpre- 

ſent danger to bee brought into a perpetuall ſer- 

uitude. 

- —_ £2u- Firſtirisro be vnderſtoode (vvhich percaſle is 

cient conti- NOt perfectly knovven to a great nomber of per- 

nual craffique ſons) that there hath beene, time out of minde, 

— euen by the natural ſituation of thoſe Jovy Coli 

England and Ereis and our Realme of Englande , one directly 

memotthe = oppoliteto the other,and by reaſon of the ready 

OWCc COUN- . 

"ain crofling of the Seas, and multitude oflarge and 
commodious Haus reſpeCtiucly on both ſides, 
acontinuall traftque and commerce betvvixt 
the people of England, and the Naturalt people 
of theſe lovve Countries,and ſo continued in all 
ancient times vvhe the ſcuerall Prouinces ther- 
of, as Flanders, Holland, and Zeland, and other 
Countries to them adioyning, vvere ruled and 
poſletled by ſeuerall Lordes, and not vnited to- 
gether, as of late yeeres my haue beene by en- 

_ termariages, and at len gel y concurrences of 

+7700 "nd many and ſundrie titles haue alſo bene reduced 

ewixr5 Kinges tO be vnder the gouernment of their Lordes that 
bpparm ſucceeded to the Dukedome of Burgnnate,vvher- 

Ree by there hath beene in former ages many ſpeci- 

tries, and alſo al alliances and confederations, not onely be- 

meubicts of ryvixtthe Kinges of England our Fro 


both Coun- : . 
wics. andthe Lordes of the ſaid countries of Flanders, 


Holland, 
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Holland,Zeland,and their adherents : but alſo be- 

tvvixt the very naturall ſubieces of both Coun- 

tries,as the Prelates, Noble men,Citizens,Bur- 
geſles,and other Comminalties of the great Ci- 

tics and port Tovvnes of either countrie rcci- The people 
proquelie by ſpeciall Obligations and Stipula- ofboch che 
tions vnder their Seales interchangeablic, for WueT wy (Ss 
maintenice both of commerce and entercourle ciall OR: 
of Marchantes, and alſo of ſpeciall mutuall ami- 95 <nr. 
tic to be obſerued betvvixt the people and inha- ant AIIY 
bitants of both parties as vvell Eccleſiaſtical as uours & fr6d- 
Secular: and very expreſſe prouiſion in ſuche 7 
Treaties conteined for mutuall fauours, affecti- 

ons, andall other frendly offices to be vied and 
proſecuted by the'people of the one Nation to- 
vardes the other,' By vvhich mutual Bondes, 

there hath continued perpetuall vnions of the 
peoples hearts together, and ſo by vvay of con- 

tinuall entercourles, from age to age the ſame 
mutuall loue Nath bene inuiolablic kept and ex- 
erciſed, as it had been by the vyoorke of nature, 

and neuer vtterly difſolued, nor yet for any lon 

time diſcontinued, hovyſoeuer the kinges, an 

the Lordes ofthe countries ſometimes (though 

very rarely) haue beene at difference by ſiniſter 
meanes of ſome other Princes their Neigh- 

bours, chuying the felicitic of theſe tvvo Coun- 

tries, . | 

And for maintenance andteſtimonie of theſe 
natural vnions of the peoples of theſe kingdoms 


and countries in perpetuall amitic , there are 
extant 
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Treaticsex- Extant ſundrie autentique Treaties and Tranſa-_ | 
| rantofancitt Ctzons for mutuall commerce, entercourſe and 
. — ſtraight amitie of ancient times: as for example, 
> Englandand ſome very ſolemnely accorded in the rimes of 
0 "var wh King Herrie the {ixth our progenitour, and Phi- 
MN lip the ſecond Duke of Burganate, and inherirour 
berwixetheir tothe Countie of Flanders by the Ladie Marge 
Counttiei: yer his Grandmother, 'vvhich vvas aboue one 
hundred and fortie yeeres palt, and the ſame al- 
{o renewed by the noble DukeCharles his ſonne, 
Father to the King of Spaynes Grandmother,and 
husbid to the Ladie Margaret fiſter to our great 
Grandfather King Edwardthe fourth : and after 
that,ofnevve oftentimes renevved by our moſt 
Noble and ſage Grandfather King Herrie the fe- 
uenth, and the Archduke Philip Crandfarher to 
the King of Spayzenowbeing:and in later times, 
often renewed betwixt our Father of Noble 
memorie King Henrie the eight, and Charles the 

ftth Emperour of Almaiexe, Father alſo to the = | 
preſent King of Spaine; | 
Commicns  Inal which Treaties, Tranſations, and Con- ; 
for j ſubic&es federations of amitic and mutuall commerce, C 

of cutherhide, jt. yvas allo at all times ſpecially and principally 


to ſhewe mu- ; | 
wall favours CONtatned inexprefle vvordes,by conuentions, | 


onerothe Cconcordes and concluſions, that the naturall 
mer. people and ſubiedts of either fide, ſhould ſhevve 
mutuall fauours and dueties one to the other, 
and ſhould fately,treely and ſecurely commerce 
| together incueric their coſitries,andſo hath the 

{ame muruall and naturall concourſe and com- 
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merce bene vvithout interruption continued in 
many ages, farre aboue the like example of any 
other coſitries in Chriſtendome, to the honour 
and ſtrength of the Princes, and to the ſingular 
great bencfite andenriching of their people, vn- 
till of late yeeres that the King of Spayne depar- 
tingourt of his lovve countries into Spayze, hath 
beene (as itis to be thought) counſelled by his 
counſellers of Spayne,to appoynt Spaniardes, fOr- g,anyards 
reners and ſtrangers of ſtrange blood,men more and ſtrangers 
exerciſed in vvarres then in peaceable gouern- erp 
ment,8& ſome of thEnotably Celighted in blood, inthelowe 
as hath appeared by their ations, to be the Counticso 
chiefeſt goucrnours of all his ſayde lovve coun- fc liber-. 
tries, contrary to the ancient lavves & cuſtomes ties of the 
thereof, hauing great plentie of -noble, valiant <=. 
and faithfull perſons naturally borne, and ſuch 

as the Emperour Charles, and the King himſelte 

had to their great honours vſed in-theur ſeruice, 
abletohauec bene employed inthe rule of thoſe 


countries, But theſc Spantardes , being-meere 


ſtrangers, hauing no naturall regarde in their 


gouernement to the maintenance of thoſe coli- 
tries and people in their ancient and natural ma- 
ner of >cxcethle lining, as the moſt noble and 
vvile Emperour Charles, yea,&as his ſonne king 
Philip himſelfe had,vvhileſt he remainedin thoſe | 
countries,and vſed the counſels of the States & 
natural of the cofitries,not violatingthe ancient 
liberties of the coiitries: but contraryvviſe,theſe 
Spaniardes being exalted to abſolute gouernmet, 
by ambirion,and for private lucre haue violetly 
B. js broken 
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| broken the ancient lavves and liberties of all the 
NE Fane? countries,andin a tyrinous ſort hauc baniſhed, 
Tee Llled and deſtroyed vvithout order of lavve 
© bile, andthe Vvithin the ſpace of afevve monethes, many of 
ns v1 themoſt ancient and principall perſons of the 
the Spanich* Naturall nobilitie that vvere moſt vvorthic of 
gouernment, gouernement, And howtocuer in the begin= |! 
ning of theſe cruel perſecutions, the pretence | 
thereof vvas for maintenance of the Romiſhre- | 
ligion,yer they ſpared not to depriue veric ma- 

ny Catholiques and Ecclctiaſticall perſons of 
their franchiſes and priuiledges:and of the chie= | 
teſtthat vvere executed of the Nobilitie, none | 
vvas in the vvhole coſitrie more affected to that 
religiothen vvas thenoble and valiant Countie {| 
The lamenta- of Zewond,the very glory of that countrie, vvho | 
| ZBrodcqar nt neichir for his ſingular victories in the ſeruice -/ 
| Countieof Ofthe king of Spayne can be forgotten inthe true 
| _Egmondbe hiſtories, nor yet for the crueltie vied for his de- 
| goryottnolſe qe aCtion,' to bee bur for euer lamented in-the 
heartes ofthe, naturall people'of that countrie; 
Andfurthermore, to bring theſe whole coditries 
in ſeruitude to Spayze, theſe forreine gouernours 
haue by long inteſtine vvarre ,vvith multitude of 
Spaniardes,and vvith ſome fevve 7alians and Al 
»4inz, wade thegreater partof the faidcotttries 
(whichwith their riches by common eſtimaris, 
anſvvered the EmperourCharles equally to his 
| Tndias)in amaner deſolate,8& haue alfolamenta- 
Theriche bly deſtroyedby ſvvord, famine, and other cruel 
W——_— manets of death,a great part ofthe naturall oo; 
«ith þ wealth Ple, SCNOvvVe the rich tovvnes and ſtrong places 
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being deſglate.oftheirnaturall inhabitants, are thereof poſſe(- 
held & keptchiefly vvith force by the. Spanyaraes. - S/n 
 Allwhichpitifullmiſerics and horrible cala- ** | 
mities of theſe moſtrich countries and people, 

are of all theirneighbours at this day, cuen of 

ſuch as in ancient time haue bene at frequent 

diſcord vvith them, thorovve naturall compal- 

ſion verie greatly pitied, vvhich appeared ſpeci- 

ally chis preſent yere, vvhen the Frenche king 
pretended to haue receiuedthem to his protec- 
tion,hadnot (as the States bf the cauntrey and 

their deputies. vvere anſvvered) that certaine 

yntimely and ynlooked for complottes of the 

houſe 0 Guyſe,ſtirred and maintained by mone 

out of Spayre, difturbed the good and generall 

peace of Frawnce, and thereby, vriged the king to 
fotbeare from the reſolution he had made , not 

onely to ayde the oppreſſed people of the lovve 
countries againſt the Sparyerdes,burt allo to haue 

accepted themas his-ovyneſubieGtes, But in ve- 

rie trueth, hovylotuer theycyyere pitied, andin 
aſortfora time, comforted: ahd kept:m hope in 

France by the Frenche king,vvho allo hath oftE- The French 
times earneſtly ſolicited;vs as Queene of Eng: ings offersto 
lande'; both by:meſlage and vwritinge to: bee .cccuegrs 
carefull -of their detence; '\yet:im refpect that his ſubietion 
they vvere othervviſe more ſtraightly knitre in *< oppreſſed 


cople of the 


auncient friendſhip to this realme thentoany lowe Coun- 
other countrie, vve areſure that they: could bee tics. 
pitied of none tor this long time-vyich; more 
caulcand griefe generally, then of I 
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ofthis our realme of England, being their moſt 

ancient allies and familtar neighbours, and that 

in ſuch maner,as this our realme of Exe/and and 

thoſe countries haue bene by c6mon language 

of long time reſembled and termed as man and 

The Queene vvife. And for theſe vrgent cauſes and many 
! 


of knglan® others, vve haue by many friendly meſſages and 


continuall "© 
frendly adui- Ambaſladours,by many letters and vvritings to 


ow the = the ſaid king of Spayne our brother and allie, de- 
canine of Clared Our.compaſſion of this ſo euill and cruel 


reſtraining of 


theryranue vſage ofhis naturall and loyall Jos wh by ſun- 
of his gouct= drie his -martiall goucrnoures and other his 


nours, | . X 
men of warre,all ſtrigers to theſe his countries, 


And furthermore,as a goodlouingfiſter tohim, 
and anatural good neighbourto his lowe coun- 
tries-and people; weetmue often , and often a- 
gaine moſt friendly warned him, that ithee did 
not otherwiſe by his wiſedome-andprincely cle- 
mencie reſtrainerheryranny'of' his. gouernours 
and crneltieof his men'ofwarregvee'fearcd that 
the people:of his counties thoulde bee forced 
for ett of theirliues,andfor continuance of 
- their native [counttie in their former: ſtare of 
their liberties, to ſceke the protetion' of ſoine 
other fFrreyne Lord, or rather to yeelde them- 
ſelues wholy ro the ſoueraigntie of ſome migh- 
tic Prince,asby the ancient lawes of their coun- 
tries, and by ſpeciall priuiledges graunted by 
fome ofthe Lordes and Dukes ofthe countries 
tothe people;rhey doe pretendand affirme,that 
in ſuch cſcs of general iinſtice , andvpon _ 

| violcar 


violent breaking of theirpriuilegesthey are free 

from their former homages, and ar libertie to - 

make choiſe of any other prince to bee their 

prince & Head. The proofe whereof, by exaples 

paſt is to be ſeene & readin the ancient hiſtories 

of diuers alterations,ofthe lordes and ladies of 

the countries of Brabant, Flanders, Holland, and 

Zeland, and other countries to them vnited by 

the States & people ofthe countries, andthar 

by ſome ſuch alterations,as the ſtories doe teſti- 

fie,Philip the Duke of Burgundy came tohistytle, 

from which theking of Spaymes intereſt is deri- 

ued : but the further diſcuſhon hereof,ve leaue 

tothe vieweofthe monuments and recordes of 

the countries, Andnowtforthe purpoſes to ſtay The Queene 
themfrom yeelding themſelues in any like fort wines 9 
to the ſoyeraigntic ofany —_ ſtrange Prince, to ſtaieth: 
certaine yeeres paſt,vpon the carneſt requeſt of —_— wg 
ſundrie of the greateſt perſons ofdegree inthole cries trom 
countries', and moſt obedient ſubiects to the yee!ding h-#r 
King, fuch as were the Duke of Aſcot , and the warns rh 7 
Marques of Haxcry yet liuing,and offuch others-forreine 

as had principall offices in thoſe countreis in *<<: 
the time ofthe EfnperourCharles, wee yeelded 

attheir importunate. requeſts, to-granm them 
preſtsofmoney, onelyto continue them asihis' 
ſubie&s, and to maintaine themſelues in their 

iuſt defence againſtthe violence and crueltics of: 

the Spaniards their oppreſiours, thereby ſaying: 

them from yeelding their ſubiectis to any other: 

Prince fr6 the ſaid king of Spayne: and during the: 


B ij, time 
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Theenter- 
priſe of the 
Spaniardes 
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time of that our aide giuen tothem, and: their 
ſtay 1n their obedience to the kingof Spaine, wee 
did treely acquainte the ſame kingwith ouracti- 
ons,and did till continue our friendly aduiſes 
to l1im, tomouc him to conmmaund his gouer- 
nours and men of warre,norto vie fuchinfolent 
cruelties againſt his people, as might make the 
to deſpayre of his fauours,and ſceke ſome other 
Lorde. 

Andin theſe kinde of per{waſions and aCti6s 
wee continued many yeeres,not onely for com- 
p_ of the miſerable ſtate of the countries, 


ut of 2 naturall diſpoſition to haue the an- | 


cient conditions of ſtraight amitie and comerce 
for our kingdomes and people to continue with 
the States & the people of the ſaide Dukedome 
of Burgundie and the appendants, and namely 
with our nextneyghbours the countries of Flan- 
ders,Holland and Zeland. For wee did maniteſtly 
ſce, ifthenation of Spayne ſhoulde make a con- 
queſt of thoſe countries, as was and yet is ap- 


3:5 intended , and plant themſelues there. 


as they haue done in Naples and other coiitries, 
adding rherero the late examples of the violent 
hoſtile enterpriſe of a power of Spanyaraes, be- 
ing ſent within theſe fewe yeeres by the king of 
Sparine andthe Pope into our Realme of Ireland, 


by he king of with an intent manifeſtly confeſſed by the cap- 


.Spaync and 


the Pope. 


taines, that thoſe nombers were ſent aforehand 
toſeaſevpon ſome ſtrength there, to the intent 
with other greater forces to purſue a conqueſt 


thereot: 


thereof: wee did we ſay againe,manifeſtly ſee in 1 
whatdanger ourſelfe, our countries and people 4 
mightthortly bee,it in conuenicnt time wee did : 


hot ſpeedily otherwiſe regard to preuent or ſtay | 
the fame. And yet honthncting our {aide { 
often requeſts and aduifes giuento theking of , 
Spayne, maniteſtly for his owne weale & honour, 
wee found him by his counſell of Spayne ſo vn- i 


willing in any fort to encline to our friendly 
counſcll, that his gouernours and chiefetaines 
in his lowe countrtes increaſed their cruelties $ 
towards his owne afflicted people, and his ofhi- | 
cers in Spayne offered dayly greater iniuries to 
ours, reſorting thither for trafique: yea, they of The fla 
K+ ' MA 6; 48 of y Queenes 
his counſell in Spazze, woulde not permit our meſſenger, 
expreſſe meſſenger with our letters to come to 9nd her let- 


| rers to the F 
the king their maſters aware a matter very King of | #1 
. [ . | $5 

ſtrange,and againſt the lawe ofnations. Spayne, 1} 


tothe king,proceeded of matterthat was wor- ly any 


thy to beknowento the king , and not vnmecte nardinMen- | 
nowe alſo to be declared to the world, to ſhewe _ ne of | 

both our good diſpoſition towardes the king in 7 {1 
imparting to him our gricues, andtoletit ap- By 
peare howe euill we haue beene vſed by his mi- 'B 
niſters,as in ſome part may appeare by this that * 
followerh. Although we coulde nothaue theſe 
many yeeres paſt any of our ſeruaunts whome 
weſentatſundrie times as our Ambaſſadours to 
the King our good brother as was meete, ſuffe- 


red to continue there without many iniuries 8 
indignities 


#1 
S 
8 
And the cauſe of this our writing & ſcnding The iuſt caw # 
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indignities offered to their families , and diuers 
times to their owne perſons by the greatelt of 
his Countcllours,ſoas they were conlitrained to 
leaue theirplaces, and ſome expelled and in. a 
ſort baniſhed the Countrey , without caule gi- 
ucn by them,or notified to vs : yet we, minding 
to continue very good friendſhip with the king, 
as his good Siſter , did of long time and many 
yecres giue fauourable allowance to all that 
came as his Ambaſladours to vs , ſauing onely 
vpon manifeſt daungerous practiſes attempted 
by twoof them to trouble our eſtate , whereof 
the one was Girald Deſpes, a very turbulent ſpiri- 
ted perſon, and altogether vnskilfull & vnapt to 
rt in Princes affaires beingin amitie,as at his 
retourne into Spayne hee was ſo there allo repu- 
ted: The other and laſt was Bernardin de MendoZa, 
one whome we didacceptand vie with great fa- 
uour alongrtime, as was cory ſcene in our 
Court, and we thinke cannot be denied by him- 
ſclte,bur yer of late yeeres(we know not by what 
diretion) we found himto be a ſecret great fa- 
uourer to ſundric our euill diſpoſed and fediti- 
ous ſubieCes, notonely to ſuch as lurkedin our 
Realme, bur alſo to ſuch as fled the ſame _eing 
notoriouſly condemned as open Rebelles an 

Traitours, with whome by his letters, meſſages 
and ſecret counſels hee did in the ende deuile 
howe with apower of men,partly to come out 
of Spayne,partly out of the low Countries, wher- 


ot hee gaue them great comfort in the Kinges 
| name, 


name, an inuaſion might bee-made /into our 
Realme, ſetting downe in writing the manner 
howe the ſame ſhould be done, with what num- 
bers of men and ſhippes,and vpon what coaſtes, 
portes & places of our Realme by ſpecial name, 
and who the perſons ſhould be in our Realme of 
no ſmall account,that ſhould fauour this Inuaſt- 
on and take part with the Inuadours, with many 
other circumſtances declaring his full fer pur- 
poſe and labours taken, totrouble vs and our 
Realme very dangeroutly, as hath beene moſt 
clearely proued and coteſicd by ſuch as were in 
that confederacie with him ,whereot fome are 
fled & now do frequent his companie in France, 
and ſome were taken , who conteſled at great 
length by writing the whole courſe herein helde 


by the ſaide Ambaſſadour, as was manifeſtly of 


late time publiſhed to the worlde vppon Francis 
Thbrogmortons aprincipall/Traitours examinati- 


on. Andwhenwe found manifeſtly this Ambal-, 


ſadour ſo dangerous an inſtrument, or rather a 
Head to arebellion and Inuaſion, and that for a 
yeere or more togetherheeneuer brought to vs 
any letter from the King his Maſter , notwith- 
ſtanding our oftenrequeſitmade to him that hee 
woulde by ſome letter from the King to vs, letit 
appeare thatit was the Kings will that he ſhould 


deale with vs in his Maſters name in ſundric 


thinges that he propounded tovs as his Ambat- 
ſadour, vvhich vvee did iudge to be contrary to 
the Kinge his Maſters -vvill : vvee did _ 
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cauſe him to be charged + theſe digerous praQti- 
ſes,& made it patEtro him how, & by who,with 
many other circiiſtances we knew it, & therfore 
cauſed him in very getle ſort to be cotent within 
ſome reſonable time to depart out of our realme, 
the rather for his own ſafery,as one in very deed 
mortally hated of our people: for the which,we 
afired him fauorable codudt, both to the ſea & 
ouer the ſea: & thereupon we did ſpeedily ſend a 
feruit of ours intoSpaimew our letters to the kin 
only to certify him of this accider,& to make the 
whole matter apparant vnto him:& this was the 
meſleger afore mEcioned, j might not be ſuffred 
to del1uer our meſlage or our letters to the king, 
And beſide theſe indignities,it is moſtmanifeſt 
how his miniſters alſo haue both heretofore ma- 
ny times, & now lately praCtiſed here in England 
by meanes of certaine rebelles,to haue procured 
ſundry inuaſions of our Realme, by their forces 
out of Spayne & the low Countries: very hard re- 
copences(we may ſay) for ſo many our good of- 
fices. Herevp6 we hopeno reaſonable perſon ci 
blame vs,if we haue diſpoſed our ſelues to chige 
this our former courſe, & more carefully to look 
rothe pow of our ſelfe & our people: & finding 
our owne digers in deed very great & imminet, 
wehaue bene the more vrgently prouoked to at- 
tempt & accelerateſome good — for that 
beſides many other aduices gtuEvsboth at home 


and fro abrode,in due time to withſtid theſe di-: 


gers, we haue found the general diſpoſition of al 


our own faithful people very ready in this caſe,8 
earneſt 
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- earneſt in offring to vs both in Parliaments & 0- Y | 
| therwile,their ſeruices w their bodies & blood, F 


& their aides with their lands & goods, to with- 

ſtand & preuent this preſent common danger to 

our Rein & theſelues, cuidently ſeene & fea- 

red by the ſubuerting &rooting vp of the anciZt 

natio of theſe low colitries,& by plating the Spa- 

#;/h nation & men of warre,encmies to our coli- 

- tries,there ſonere vnto vs. And beſides theſe oc- 
caſtons &cofiderations,we did alſo cal to ourre- 
membrice our former fortunate proceeding by The Queene 
Gods ſpecial fauor,in j beginning of our reigne, % Englandes 
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in remedying of alike miſchief that was intEded þ,r the detine- 


againſt vs in Scorlidby certaine French men, who ric of Scor- 
then were dire&edonly by the houſe of Gwſe,by [357 Fromm: 
colour ofthe mariage of theirNeece the Queene whereinthe 
of Scots with the Dolphin of Frite,in like maner as -—_" of _ 
the offprings of} ſaid houſe haue euE now lately fue 
ſought to attaine to thelike vnordinate power in brought ir. 
France:a matter of ſome c6ſequece for our ſelues | 
to c6{1der, although we hope the king our mou 
brother proteſling ſincere Fendſhip towards Vs, 
as we profeſſe the like to him,will moderate this 
aſpiring greatnes of that houſe, j neither him- 
ſelte nor j Princes of his bloud be ouerruled,nor 
wee (minding to co6tinue perfe& frendſhip with 
theking &his bloud)be by the ſaid houſe of Guiſe 
and their fation diſquieted or diſturbed in our 
Countries. But noweto returne to this like ex- 
may of. Scorlande aforefaide ;- when the French | 
had inlike maner (as the Sparyardes haue nowe 

of long time attempted inthe lowe Countries) 
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ſought by force to have ſubdued the: people 
there,and brought them into a ſeruitude to the 
Crowne of France,and allo by the ambitious de- 
fires of the faide houſe of Garſe,to haue procce- 
ded toa warre by vvay of Scotland, forthe con- 
queſt of our crownetortheir Neece the-Queene 
of Scott2s (amatter moſt manifeſt rothe com 
monknovvledge of thevvorlde): it pleaſed Al 
mightie God,as it remaineth in good memorie 
to our honour and comfort: to further our ins 
tention and honourable and tuſt ations at thar 
rime in luch ſort,” as by, our aidingrthen of the 


nation of Sco:land being fore oppreſied with the 


French, and vniuerfally requiring our aide, wee | 


procured to that Realme-{(though to our grear 
colt)a tull deliuerance'of the force of ſtrangers 
and danger of ſeruitude, & reſtored peace to the 
whole Countrie , which hath continued there 
cuer {ince many yeeres,fauing that at ſome time 
of parcialities of certaine of the Noble men, as 
hath beene viuall in that Countrie,in the myno- 
ritic of the yong King there hath riſen ſome in- 
ward troubles,which for the moſt part we haue 
- —uprTy in fauour of the King and: his Goucrnonrs vied 
-> Ganryan he MCAnes to pacifie : 10. as atthisday ſuch is the 
ancient free- quietnes in Scotland, as the King our deare 
betby. brother and couſin , by name, 7ames the f1xth, a 
theprcſenz Prince of great hope for many good Princely 
Kingby the reſpeRes,raigneth there in honout'and loue of 
— urn his people, andin very good and perte& amitie 
of England. = vs and our.Countric. And ſo out actions 


Tr 


at that time came to ſo good ſucceſle by the 
goodnes of God,as both.our owneRealme, and 

that of Scotland, hath euer {ince remained in bert- 

ter amitice and peace then can bee remembred 

theſe manic hundred yeeres before, and yet no- 

thing heereby done by vs, nor any caſe juftly 

giuen, but that alſo the French kinges that haue 

t1nce ſucceeded, which haue bene three in num- 

ber, and all brethren, haue made and concluded 

diuers treaties for good peace with: vs, which 
preſently continue 1n force on both partics,not- 
withſtanding our foreſaide actions attempted 

for remoouing out of Scetlandof the faide French 

forces, ſo tranſported by the onely direftion of 

the houſe of Guy/e. 

 Andtherefore,to conclude for the declarati- 200 wr 

on of our preſent intention at this time, wee a6 7-00e'y W 


hope it ſhall ofall perſons abroad be well inter- ingofcer- 


: taine Com 
preted,as wee knowe it will be of ſuch asare not 040 


ledde by parciallicie, that vpon the often & con- engliſh ſouldi- 


tinuall lamentable requeſts made to vs by the ©52 thede- 
fence of the 


vniuerſall States ofthe countries of Hollana, Ze- ,zyreged 
land,Guelders & other prouinces with them vni- people of the 


low countric s, 


red (becing a7 Ark of the king of Spaynes fa- en. 


uours) for our ſuccoursto beeyeclded to them, andthe ar- 
remptes a- 


onely for their defence againſt the Spanzards and _ 
other ſtrangers,and therewith finding manifeſt; | 4: aka 
lie by our p, 9 and importunate requeſts and 
aduices giuentotheking of Spaine, no hope of 

relicfe of theſe their muſeries, butrather an in- 


creaſetherof by dayly coqueſts of their townes 
C. 11. and 
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18 
and ſlaughter of their people, (though in very 


trueth wee cannot impute the increaſe of an 
late cruelties to the exfon of him that now hat 
the tytle of gencrall gouernour,ſhewing his na- 
tura dipotticn more inclynable to mercieand 
clemencie, then it ſeemeth hee can dire& the 
heartes of the Spaxiardes vnder him , that haue 
bene ſo long trayned in ſhedding of blood vn- 
derthe former Span gouernors:) And ioyning 
thercunto our owne diger at hand, by the ouer- 
throw & deſtru&tis of our neighbours, and ac- 
ceſle & planting of the great forces ofthe Spany- 
ards (0 neere to our colitries,with precedet argu- 
ments of many troubleſome attempres againſt 
our Realme: we did therfore by good aduice and 
after long deliberation determine, toſende cer- 
taine companies of ſouldiers to ayde the natu- 
rall people ofthoſe anon mgaer & to defende 
them and their townes from ſacking and deſola- 
tion,and thereby to procure them {afetie, tothe 
honour of God, whome they deſire to ſerue fin- 
_ as chriſtian on according to his holy 
word, andto enioye their ancient liberties for 
them and their poſteritie, and ſo conſequently 
to preſcrue and contynuethe lawful and ancient 
commerce betwixt our people and thoſe coun- 
tries andours, | 
Ando, we hope ourintention herein, 8 our 
ſubſequent actions will be by Gods fauour both 
honorably and charitably interpreted of allper- 
ſons (fauing of the oppreſlors heſclues, & their 
| | partizans) 
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19 
artizans)in that wee meane not heereby,cither 
for ambition or malice,(the two rootes of al in- 
iuſtice)ro make any particular profit hereof to 
our ſclte or to our people,onely defiring at this, 
time to obtaine by Gods fauour forthe coun- things reaſon- 
tries, A deliverace of the from warre by the Spa- ably defired by 
niardes and Forraines,A reſtitution of their an- —— 
cient liberties & gouernement by ſome chriſtia c.1 he ende of 
peace, &thereby, a ſuretieforour ſelues & our v5 with Ke 
realme to befree tro inuading neighbours, And "py aphIeY 5e 
our people to enioyin thoſe colitries their law- ts their ancier 
ful commerce and entercourſe of friendthip and Mut. 
marchandiſe, according to the ancient vſage muifis of her 
and treaties of entercourſe , made betwixt our 9% __ 
Progenitors and the Lordes and Earles of thoſe = chews 


countries, and betwixt our people and the peo- wal Tratfaque 
CTWCENne Ic 


ple of thole countries. I Trad 


And though our further intentis alſois or may 
= The cauſes of 


be to take into our garde, ſome fewetownes vp0 ** 
T7 raking ſome 
the ſeaſide next oppoſite to our realme , which Townesinto 


otherwiſe mightbe in danger tobe raken by the her Maicttics 
ſtrigers,enemies ofthe coutry:yet therein con{1- OP. 
dering we haue no meaning atthis rymeto take 

and retainethe ſame toour owne.proper vie, we 

hope that al perſons wil thinke it agreeable with 

good reaſon & princely policie, that we ſhould 

haue the gard &vſe of ſome ſuch places for ſure 

acceſſe & receſle of our people & ſoldiers in fafe- 

ty, &for furniture ofchem with victuals & other 

things requiſtte and neceſſary, whileſt it thall be 


needfulforthem to corinue tn thoſe cotitries for 
the 
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the aidingtherof in theſe their great calamiries, 
miſeries, and imminent dau! ger, and vntill the 
countries may be deliuered of luch ſtrige forces 
as donow oppreſle them , and recouer their an- 
Client lawful liberties and maner of gouerne- 
ment to liue in peace as they haue heeretofore 
done, and doe nowe molt carneſtly in lamenta- 
ble manner deſire to doe, which are the very 
onely true endes of all our aCtions nowe inten- 
ded, howſocuer malitious tongues may vtter 
their cankred conceits to the contrary.as at this 
day the worlde aboundeth with ſuch blaſphe- 
mous reportes in writings and infamous libels, 
as in no age the Deuill hath more abounded 
with notable ſpirites repleniſhed with all wic- 
kedneſle to vtter his rage againſt profeſſours of 
Chriftian Religion. Bur thereof we leaue the re- 
uengeto God the ſearcher of hearts, hoping 
that he beholding the ſinceritie of our heart, wil 
graunt any ſucceſle to our intentions, 
whereby a Chriſtian peace may enſue 
to his diuine honour, and comfart 
to al them that loue peace 
truely,and wil ſecke 
it ſincerely. 
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Fer we had finiſhed our de- 
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hands a Pamphler written in 
3-D, 1:alian,printed at AHan,enti- 
$22) tuled Nuono adniſo, directed 
®F& to the Archbiſhop of 1ar, 
"UI 2a: 2 conteyning a report of the 
cxpugnation of Azweype by the Prince of Parma: 
by the which we found our felte moſt malicioully 
charged with two notable|crimes, no lefle hate- 
full ro the worlde, then moſt repugnant and con- 
trary to our owne naturall inclination, The one, 
with ingratitude towards the King of Spazne,who 
(as the authour faith) faued our.hfe being iuſtly 
by ſentence adiudged ro death. inourſiſters time: 
The other, that there were ſome perſons procu- 
red to becorrupted with great promiſes,and that 
with our intelligence as the reporter addeth in a | 
_ eſis in theſe wordes[as7t was ſaid) rhatthe 
ife of the Prince of Parma ſhould be taken away: | 
and-for the better proouing and countenancing | 


of this horrible lic, itis further added intheſaide 
D.i. Pamphler, 
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Pamphler,r**** © :afed the Lorde Godto difs 
couer this, ai £.cing two of the wicked perſons 
to juſtice, Now,knowing howe men are malici- 
ouſly bentinthis declining age of the world, both 
to iudge, ſpeake and write malicioully, falfly and 
varcuerently of Princes: and holding nothing fo 
deare vnto vs, as the conſeruation of our reputa- 
tion and honourto be blameleſle: we found it ve- 
rie expedicnt,not to ſuffer two ſuch horrible im- 
purations to paſle vnder filence, leaſt torlacke of 
anſwere,itmight argue a kinde of guilrineſſe,and 
did therefore thinke,that what __ be alledged 
by vs for our juſtification in that behalfe, mighc 
molt aptly be ioyned vnto this former Declara- 
tion nowe to be publiſhed,to lay open before the 
worldethe maner and ground of our proceeding 
inthe cauſes of the lowe Countreyes, 

And for anſwere of the firſt point wherewith 
wee are charged touching our ingratitude t0- 
wardes the King of Spaine, as we do moſt willingly 
acknowledge that we were bcholding vnto him 
in the time of our late ſiſter, which we then did 
acknowledge very thankefully, and haue fought 
many wayes ſince inlike fort to requite, as1n our 
former Declaration by our ations may appeare: 
io doe wee vtterly denic as a moſt maniteſt vn- 


rrueth, that euerhe was the cauſe of the ſauing of 


our life as a perſon by courſe of Iuſtice ſentenced 
vnto death, who euer carried our felfe towardes 
our ſaid ſiſter in duetitull ſort, as our loyaltie was 
neuer called in queſtion,much lefle any ſentence 
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of death pronounced againſt vs: a matter ſuch, as 
in reſpect of the ordinarie-courle of proceeding, 
as by proceſle in Lawe, by place of triall, by the 
Iudge that ſhould pronounce ſuch ſentence, and 
other neceſſary circumſtances in like calcs viuall, 
eſpecially againſt one of, qurqualitie,as it coulde 
not but haue bene publiquely knawenzjitany ſuch 
thing had bene put inexecurion,, This then be- 
ing true , wee leaue tothe worlde toiudge howe 
maliciouſly and iniurioutly the authour of the 
ſaide Pamphlet dealeth with vs,in charging vs,by 


ſo notable an vntrueth, with a vice that of all 0- 


thers we doe moſt hate and abhorre, And there- 
fore by the maniteſt vntrothe of this imputation, 
men not tranſported with paſſion may ealely dil- 
cerne what vntrueth is conteined in the ſecond, 
by the which wee are charged to haue bene ac- 
quainted with an intended attempt againſt the 
life of the ſaid Prince: A matter it any ſuch thing 
ſhould haue bene by vs intended, muſt haue pro- 
cceded either of a miſlyking wee had of his per- 
ſon, or thatthe SBP of the warres in the 
lowe Countreyes was ſo committed vnto him, as 
| noother might proſecute the ſame bur he, 

And hirſt tor his perſon , we could neuer Jearne 
that he hath atany time, by acte orſpeache,done 
any thing that might iuſtly breede a miſlike in vs 
towards him, muchleflea hatred againſt his per- 
ſon in ſo higha degree , as to bee either priuie or 
aſlenting to the taking away of his lite:Beſides,he 
is one of whom we haue cuer had an honourable 

D.it, | conceite, 
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conceite, in reſpeC of thoſe ſingular rare partes 
wealwaies hauenotedin him, which hath wonne 
vnto him as greatreputation,as any tnan this day 
living carrieth of his degree and qualitie: and {o 
haue we alwayes deliuered out by ſpeache vnto 
the world, when any occaſion hath bene offered 
to make-mention of him. Nowe,touching the 
proſecution commirted vnto him of the warres 
in the lowe Countreys, as all men of judgement - 
knowe thatthe raking away of his life carriethno 
likelyhood that the ſame ſhall worke any ende of 
the faid' profecution : ſo 15 it manifeſtly knowen, 
that no man hath dealt more honourablie then 
the {aide Prince, ejther in duely obſeruing of his 
promile , orexrending grace and mercie where 
merite and deſferre hath craued the ſame: and 
therefore no greater impietic by any coulde bee 
wrought, nor nothing more preiudiciall to our 
ſelfe, (ſo long as the King ſhall continue the pro- 
fecution of the cauſe in that forcible ſort he now 
doeth)then robean inſtrument totake him away 
trom thence by ſuch violent meanes, that hath 
dealt in a more honourable and gracious ſort in 
the charge committed vnto him, then any other 
that hath encr gone before him,or is likely to {uc- 
ccede after him. - wks | | 
Nowe therefore how vnhkelv itis, that we ha 
ving ne:ther cau'e to miflike of his perſon, nor 
that the proſecution of the warres ſhoulde ceaſe 
by loſſe of him, ſhou'!d be either 2uthour, or any 
way aflenting eo fo horrible a fa, wee _—_— 
the 


the iudgement of ſuch as looke into cauſes, not 


with the eyes of their affection, but doe meaſure 
and weigh things accordingto honour and rea- 
ſon. Beſides,ir is likely if ithad bene true thatwe 
had bene any way chargeable, (as the author re- 
porteth) the conteſſions ofthe parties executed, 
(importing ſuch matter , as by him is alledged) 
would haue bene both producedand vublithed 


for malice leaueth nothing vaſcarched,thatmay 


? - 


nouriſhthe venime ofethat humour, * t | - 
The heit courſe therefore that both we and al 


otherPrinces can holde in this vnfortunate age 


that ouerfloweth with nombers of malignir ſpi- 
rits, is throngh the grace and goodnefle of Al- 
mighty God, to dire& our courfe inſuch ſort, as 
they may rather ſhewe their willes through ma- 
lice,then with iuſt cauſe by deſert,to ſay ill,or de- 
face Princes cither by ſpeach or writing:aſſuring 
our ſelues,that beſides the puniſhment that ſuch 
wicked and infamous libellours ſhall receiue at 
the handes of the Almightie for deprauing of 
Princes and lawfull Magiſtrates who are Gods 
miniſters, they both are and alwayes ſhall be 
thoughtby all _- men, vnworthie to liue vp- 
on the face of the carth, 


Giuen at Richmount the firſt of Oftober, 1 5 8 x. 
aud the 27. yeere of the "_ of our Souc- 
raigne Lady the Queene , tobe publiſbea. 
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